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Arabe, offering palatial style along
with the usual de luxe facilities
fair conditioning, a swimming
pool and gourmet dining), are
back in the Medina. This is also
where you'll ind the most char-
acterful mid-range hotels, usually
in refurbished houses with en-
suite roocms priced at
300—400dh. Mostly in the
Medina too, and often handily
close to the Jemaa el Fna, are the
cheapest hotels, with doubles
costing around 100dh a night
and shared showers and toilets.

If you want to lodge in more
tranquil surroundings, its also
worth considering hotels in
Semlalia, at the northern end of
the Ville WNouvelle or, better still,
a place out in the palmery to
the northeast.

All of the rop-end hotels and
riads, and in tact many of the
mid-range places too, take reser-
vations online or by email, and
even some inexpensive hotels
can be booked by email. Its
worth booking ahead, especially
it vou want to stay at one of the
mid-range Medina hotels. At
certain times of year, most
notably around Christmas and
Easter, you'll need to have
reserved some time in advance,
even to stay at one of the cheap

hotels.

Jemaa el Fna and the
Southern Medina

F SEE MAP ON PP112-113

Dar les Clgognes 108 Rue de Barrima
@044 38 27 40, @044 38 47 67,

@ v lescioognes.com. & houry riad
min by a Swiss-American couple in two
oomverted Medina houses, done up in
traditional fashion around the patio, Dut with
mokem decor in the rooms and suftes,
There's a library, a salon and a temace
where you can see storks nesting an the
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walls of the royal palace oppasita (hanca
the name, which means “houss of the
storka "), All rooms are en suite; doublkes
start at 1500dh,

Hotel Aday 111 Derb Sidi Bouloukat
@044 44 19 20. This small budgat hotel is
well kept, clean and friendly, and pleasantly
dacorated, with doors and ceilings painted
in traditional Marrakshi stye. The moms,
grouped amund a central patio, are small
and don't all have extarnal wincows.,
chower facilities are shared (Sdhi, with hot
water round the dlock. Doubles Bdh;
breakfast not included.

Hotel 20 Rue Moulay lsmail @044 44 49
79, @044 44 05 22, ®hotelali
@hotmail.com. A popular hotel with en-
suite rooms, heated in winter and air-
conditioned in summer. The hatel is ussd as
an assambly point for various groups head-
ing o the High Atlas, 50 it's a good source
af trekking tand athery information, though it
doesn't make A very good job of keeping
out hustlers, and at times it has the air of a
transport terminal, It also changes money,
rants bicycks, has a cybercafe and expadi
tion provigions shop, and can arranga car,
minibus or 4x4 rental. Thera's also a great-
value restaurant with all-you-can-eat buffat
suppers (s [ 50), The rooms vary a kot so
it's worth chacking thern out bafore decid-
ing which to take, Book ahead, especially if
youl are likely to amive late in the day.
Doubles cost 170dh, dorm beds 40dh; bath
rates include breakfast,

Holel CTH Jemaa &l Fna @044 44 23 25,
What's good about this big old hatel is loea-
tion, location, kcation — above the farmer
bus station on the Jemaa &l Fna. The moms
are of a decent size, If drab, Some rooms
have their own shower, but the drawback is
the lack of hot water (though you could pop
round to one of the hammams neari.
Rooms 28-32 overlook the Jemaa, which
maans that quests in those rooms can hear
the performers day and night; the rooms at
the back are much quister, Breakfast is
served on the roof temace, which also over-
looks the squara, Doubles from 104dh,

Hotel Ezsaoira 3 Derb Sidi Bouloukat
@044 44 38 05, @044 42 63 23,
#&hotelessaouira@hotmail.com. One of
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the mast popular cheapies in Marrakesh —
with good reason. 's a well-nun, aafe place,
with friendly management, and sanices like
laundry and a baggage deposit (handy if
youl're going trekking and don't want to
carry all your luggane with you), Rooms are
amall and simple, and there's a rooftop
café, where you can have braakfast,
Razervations advised. Double rooms from
A0dh excluding braakfast,

30 Rue de la Recette @044
44 5913, @044 44 48 53, &

- na
restorad Medina mansion, this litle gem is
Deautifulty kept and spotlessly clean, The
en-guite moms are amanged around two
filed courtyards, one of which has a foun-
tain and a palm tree with cagesd songbirds.
Thera's central heating in winter and air-
conditioning in summer. Requires booking
By e, A&t least a manth ahaad if possible.
Double moms 410dh.

. Av Bab Jedid @044

44 44 09, @044 44 49 40, &
 toll-frae booking: UK

0800181123, Republic of Ireland
o1 800/409063, US and Canada &1-
800,223 6300, Australia 1800/222033,
New Zealand ®0800/441016. Sat within
its cwm palatial grounds, this is Marrakesh's
mast famous hotel, described by former
quest Winston Churchill as “the maost bead-
fiful place in the world®. It is also the most
expensive place in town, with all the sanc-
3 you could want — a business centre, a
fimess centre, tennis and squash courts, a
Beauty salon, itz own hammam and sauna,
a pool of course, five restaurants, five bars
and a casino, Decoratialy, it is of most
interest for the 19205 Art Deco touches by
Jacques Majorelle iof Majoralle Garden
fame), and their enhancemeants, in 1986, by
the then Morocean king's favourite designer,
Andre Paccard. Despite the history, the
fame and all the timmings, however, stan-
dards of sendce here donot akvays match
the price, and La Malson Arabe |
iz generally better value if you're looking to
e pampered, though it can't match the
Mamounia's faciliies or architectural splen-
dour. Doubles from 2020dh; breakfast not
included.
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1 Derb Sidi Bouloukat
044 44 20 97, Located in a street full of
aood budget hotels, the Meding is a paran-
nial favourite among the cheaples, and
aften full, It's clean, friendly and pratty good
value, and the owner —who used towork in
Britain as a circus acmobat — speaks good
English. There's akvays hot water in the
shares] showers (3dh)y. They have a small
mof termace whers you can have breakfast;
in summer there's also the option of sleep-
ing on the roof (25dh). Double mome 1000
epicluding breakfast (10ch),

3 Derb Djama, off Rue
Riad Zitoun El Kadim ® & ®044 42 93
05, ® . Bafora
fads took off big time, this place was
already on the ssene, an old merchant's
house prettily done up. Besides a lovely noof
ferrace, the hotel offers a wide variety of
weell-raintained rooms, some en suite. Run
very professionally by a German-Morocoan
CoUple, it's axtremely popular with Eurcpean
visitors, 50 book well ahead. Prices tend to
e an the high side compared with the
competition (the Galfa and the Jnane
Mogadon: doubles start at 430adh, not
including breakfast.

17 Rue de la Recette o044
42 75 45, Desavedly popular family-mn
hatel, The rooms, sat around a pleasant
patio, are small and well kept, but the real
reason why people like this place is that the
womean who run it make you fies! like a
quest in their own home. Hot showers cost
10dh. Double moms 100dh or 120dh;
Breakfast not included.

: Derb Sidi
Bouloukat, by 116 Rue Riad Zitoun El
Kadim @ & ®044 42 63 23, &

. Run by the same
management as the Eazaouba, this relatie-
Iy new place s just as homely and is
already establishing itself as a favourite
place to stay. In a beautifully restorad old
houss, it boasts charming oms amund a
kwely fountain patio, and a moof terrace
where you can have breakfast, or tea and
Cake, Great value; doubles 300dh, though
the rate doasn't include breakfast

65 Derb Jedid, off Rue Riad
Zitoun El Kadim, Medina & & @044 44
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| ACCOMMODATION

| Dar les Cigognes
Hotel Aday
Huotel Ali
Hotel CTM
Haotel Ezsaouira
Hatel Gallia
Hotel La Mamounia
Haotel Medina
Haotel Sherazadea
| Hotel Souria
Jnane Mogador Hotel
| Riad Karss
| Riad Zinoun
Villa des Orangers
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01 41, @www.riadkaiss.com. A loury
fiad in a nineteenth-century house done out
in quite an interesting contemporary
Moroccan style — the light, modem decor
seamlessly incorporates fraditional features
such as windows with stained glass in wivid
primary cokours, Rooms mostly sumound a
large apen courtyard with arange trees, a
fountain and recesses with divans to lounge
on. There's also a large, ool zalon, and a
multk kel roof terrace with pavilions and a
pocd. Double rooms start at 1465ah,

Riad Zivoun 21 Derb Ben Amrane, off
Rue Riad Zitoun El Kadim <044 42 67
a3, @wwwriadzinoun.com. A friendly
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litthe riad, run by a French-Moroocan
couple, It isn't the most chic of its kind in
the Meadina, But it is very pleasant, sat
around a patio (covered in winter, open in
summer) in a nicely refurbished ald house,
Doubles from <E5,

Villa des Grangers 6 Aue Sidi Mimoun,
off Place Youssef Ben Tachfine ®044 38
46 38, ®044 38 51 23, @
Nlladesorangers.com. Officially a hotel,
but a riad in the true sense of the term, an
old house around a patio garden (two gar-
dans in fact) — with orange trees and a
complete overdose of lovely canded stuceo,
There's a range of moms and suites, many
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